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Cooperative Observer 

The NWS Office in Hunts-
ville would like to extend a 
special thanks to all of our 
observers for sending in their 
data in a timely fashion. You 
helped make the transition of 
the COOP Program much 
smoother by continuing to 
provide excellent data and 
reports to our office.   

 

Your data is extremely helpful 
for long-term climate purposes 
and it also adds to the histori-
cal database of weather infor-
mation.  In order to ensure 
proper processing by the   
National Climatic Data    
Center (NCDC),  please re-
member to use the forms 

stamped with WFO Hunts-
ville and discard the forms 
containing Birmingham’s ID. 

 

In addition to monthly re-
ports, your data is used daily 
for forecast verification.  
Timely morning reports allow 
us to analyze our forecasts in 
real-time and adjust for the 
following day’s forecast.  Our 
office uses your report of the 
previous day’s high, 24 hour 
low and 24 hour rainfall to 
generate daily reports. Our 
office appreciates all you do 
for the NWS and will con-
tinue to support you for many 
years to come. 

On January 14th at 10:00 a.m. 
the Nation’s 122nd National 
Weather Service Forecast Of-
fice officially opened in 
Huntsville, Alabama.  The 
new office is located in the 
National Space Science and 
Technology Center Annex 
across from the University of 
Alabama in Huntsville. 

 

U.S. Representative Bud 
Cramer, employees of UAH 
and NASA and various media 
organizations were on hand to  

 

celebrate the office opening.   

 

WFO Huntsville’s primary 
responsibility is to provide 
timely and accurate forecasts 
and warnings for counties 
across Northern Alabama.  In 
addition, the location of the 
new office will allow extensive 
collaboration with UAH and 
NASA and help develop a 
significant link between the 
research and operational   
environment. 

New NWS Office celebrated opening January 14th 

Many thanks for your timely data 
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Meteorologist-In-Charge John Gordon stands next to the 
NWS sign which marks the new office.  

Severe Weather Reports 
weather. Our phone number 
is 256-890-8503 and will be 
answered by a National 
Weather Service employee at 
all times.  

 

Any report of severe weather 
is greatly appreciated includ-
ing large hail, damaging 
winds, structure or tree dam-
age, any evidence of tornadic 
activity and standing or rush-
ing water in roadways. Your 
information will help us in 
our mission to protect life and 
property. 

With the spring season upon 
us we would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you 
how important real-time se-
vere weather reports are. The 
National Weather Service  
considers severe weather as 
any activity with hail > 1/2 
inch (penny-size), winds > 57 
MPH, any tornadic activity 
and/or any observed flooding. 
These reports help during our 
warning operation to verify 
past and help with future 
events. 

 

Our office routinely has extra 
staffing available during severe  
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Hanceville Site Celebrates 30 Years 

The National Weather Ser-
vice would like to recognize 
the Cooperative Weather 
Observer at Hanceville, AL in 
Cullman County. The site 
was established on April 1, 
1973 with Jim McCravy as 
the observer at the newly 
established station. His 30 
years of dedicated service is 
astounding in this day and 
age and should be com-
mended. The data that he 
provides is truly appreciated 
and his service to his  

community should be ap-
plauded. Cooperative Observ-
ers provide a tremendous 
service and Mr. McCravy is 
no exception.  

 

Without these unsung heroes, 
weather data would be ex-
tremely hard to acquire and 
climate records would be 
sparse. Special thanks go to 
Mr. McCravy for his 30 years 
of service and to all of our 
Observers for the information 
you provide on a daily basis. 

The Hanceville COOP site contains plenty of weather instru-
ments along with several windmills designed by Mr. McCravy. 

Importance of Fisher-Porter Gages 
Occasionally the battery will 
discharge or the solar panel 
will quit working. A quick 
check of the tape several times 
during the course of the 
month will help prevent seri-
ous errors from occurring in 
the data. Any problems with 
respect to timing or tape qual-
ity (stripped tapes, missed 
punches, etc.) should be re-
ported to the NWS office to 
ensure proper maintenance is 
done to prevent serious prob-
lems to the equipment and 
loss of valuable data. 

 

Tapes from Fisher-Porter gages 
should be sent to the NWS at 
the beginning of each month 
for quality control and ship-
ping to NCDC. Each tape 
should have at least 18 inches 
of blank tape at the beginning 
and end for proper process-
ing. They should also be anno-
tated at the beginning and 
end with Station Name and 
ID, beginning and ending 
date/time, along with a line 
drawn along the punch block 
prior to the first punch. Your 
help is appreciated and will 
ensure proper data is entered 
into the climate database. 

Five of our seventeen COOP 
sites measure daily precipita-
tion in 15-minute intervals by 
using Fisher-Porter automated 
rain gages. The sites across 
Northern Alabama include 
Athens, Boaz, Bridgeport, Fort 
Payne and Hanceville. Rainfall 
is measured in a bucket atop 
the gage and a punch is made 
on a special tape correspond-
ing to the amount of water in 
the bucket.   

 

A solar panel and battery op-
erate the rain gage and allow 
the gauge to keep proper time.   

The “Critical Temperature” 
The temperature at the time 
of observation, along with the 
time that temperature equip-
ment is reset, is a very impor-
tant value. It is part of the 
temperature record for the 
past 24 hours and also part of 
the temperature record for 
the next 24 hour period. 

 

For both past and present 24 
hours periods, the high tem-
perature must be at least as 
high as the observed     tem-
perature.  Along these same 
lines, the low temperature 
must be at least as low as the 
observed temperature. 
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‘A quick check 
of Fisher-Porter 

tapes several 
times a month 

will help      
prevent errors 
in the data.’ 
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